
Your Carpark Questions Answered 

(Hopefully) 

 
Hi All, 

The last couple of weeks have seen a sudden increase in interest around the carpark, and 

unfortunately, it’s rightly deserved, for all the wrong reasons. Whether you use the car park 

or not, it’s safe to say you have been impacted in some way by the horrendous conditions 

surrounding the school at either drop off or pick up. Or both. 

Over the last 12 months, Oakleigh South Primary School (OSPS, The School) has made 

significant progress in this area, however, as it is all behind the scenes, there is as yet, no 

visible indications of that progress.  

So, here is the long and the short of it.  

There is no quick fix. The two main challenges we ultimately face are our physical location 

and poor human behaviour. One is impossible to change, and the other is proven to be 

incredibly challenging to address. However, it CAN be addressed, and modifications to our 

surroundings will make the environment safer. 

Although many like to talk about ‘traffic’, its important to note that other schools with 

similar populations, don’t have the same issues, primarily because they are surrounded by 

side streets which provide ample space to park. 

 

The first hurdle was to get The Education Department (DET) to acknowledge that 

there was a significant risk, and that it was their responsibility to help find the solution. 

After months of back and forth, this has been achieved and DET have committed to working 

with The School to make the environment safer for our families by providing the school with 

a carpark. Draft plans of the carpark are expected to be given to OSPS in the coming weeks. 

These plans would be significantly improved if Local Council were willing to be part of the 

solution, however, at this stage they have declined to participate in addressing the issue in 

any manner that would have an impact.    

In addition to this, The School is utilising a strategy commonly and successfully used 

worldwide, to address issues of human behaviour. That strategy is called the ‘Socio-

Ecological Model’. This model clearly identifies that to make significant and sustained 

change to an individual’s behaviour, you MUST address  1. The Social Environment 

        2. The Physical Environment 

        3. The Policy Environment 

While DET have been collaborating with OSPS to create a workable carparking 

arrangement, the School Council have been looking at possible policy changes which can be 

implemented once the carpark is established. Why can’t we just implement that now? 

Because without a change in the environment, we don’t have the structure in place to 

monitor and enforce the policy changes. Ie. As many people are aware, the direction not to 

use the Staff Carpark for drop off and pick up is routinely ignored by parents who don’t have 

permission or a reason valid reason to use it. 

Addressing points 2 and 3, will enable the flow of traffic to be more consistent and 

predictable, therefore impacting the social environment. (For those that are interested, this 



follows the theory of The Pareto Principle.) In addition to the Socio-Ecological Model, OSPS 

has researched the benefits and challenges around Active Transport, utilising the 

information Dr Jan Garrard (Senior Professor at Deakin University) provided both the 

Victorian Government and the South Australian Government. 

  

I’m sure that it will be frustrating for some parents to realise, that although all this 

work will improve the safety aspect of the parking situation (which has obviously been the 

driving force for both the School Management Team, and the School Council), it will not 

significantly decrease the timeframe with which it takes to leave the school area. The only 

environmental change that can improve that element, is traffic lights at the Windsor 

Ave/Centre Rd intersection to speed up and regulate the flow of traffic out onto Centre Rd. 

This has been identified as necessary action by The Government’s own civil engineering 

team. Unfortunately, the governing bodies responsible for implementing this seem to have 

little to no motivation to assist us at this stage. Community involvement as plans progress, 

would significantly increase the chances of this changing in the future.  

 

Although staggered drop off and pick up times were an essential part of The School’s 

Covid-19 management plan, the decrease in learning hours significantly impacted our 

teacher’s ability to educate our children. This impact was felt from both classroom teachers, 

and specialist teachers who were unable to utilise lesson times at the beginning and the end 

of the day. As the level of education and range of specialities our children have access to is 

the reason most OSPS families CHOOSE for their children to attend The School, it has so far 

been deemed unethical to limit the learning capacity of ALL the students, due to the 

negligence of some parents.  

 

 Moving forward, we expect to see the plans from DET in coming weeks, and after a 

review process from School Council, the plans will go back to The Government for final 

approval, before returning to OSPS to be implemented. Conversations between Local 

Council and our parent community could prove to be very useful in the long term, and I 

would encourage anyone who has the inclination to contact them, to do so. In the 

meantime, if ALL the adults in our community acted in a mature manner and displayed a 

level of respect and caution, we can avoid what could be dire consequences.  

 

 I look forward to communicating with you further as things progress. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Nadia Beauchamp 

School Council Treasurer and Carpark Committee Representative 

       

 

     

 

 


