
COVID-19 WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH UPDATE 
 
Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Colleagues,           
 
This update is of Wednesday 18th March, 2020. 
 
We are continuing to take our direction from the Department of Education. The advice of the Chief 
Health Officer remains at present that our schools should stay open, except in the case of a 
confirmed case of coronavirus disease (COVID-19). 
  
COVID-19 Cases 
The school has no known cases or contacts with known cases at present, but we continue to monitor 
this situation. 
  
OSPS Ongoing Operation 
Victoria’s Chief Health Officer has advised that all schools should continue to operate as planned for 
now. Please click link to his letter:   
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/CHO_advicetoschools_16March2
020.pdf 
  
Department of Education - COVID-19 Website 
For the latest information from the Department of Education on COVID-19 please 
visit: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 

Declaration of State of Emergency 

The declaration by the Victorian Government of a State of Emergency means that the state now has 

the power to do the following, among other measures: 

 
 enforce a mandatory self-quarantine period for returning travellers 
 enforce a ban on non-essential gatherings of more than 100 people 

 

The mandatory self-quarantine period of 14 days for travellers returning from overseas does have 

implications for students and staff. In brief, students who travel overseas will not be able to attend 

school for 14 days when they return. Similarly, staff who travel overseas will not be able to attend 

school for 14 days and will be required to use personal leave to cover this absence. 

 

Clearly, in line with Commonwealth Government revised travel advice, staff and students should 

reconsider any planned overseas travel during these coming school holidays. 
 
Hoax Messages 
The department asks schools and families to be aware of hoax messages related to schools and 
COVID-19. Recently one hoax falsely reported to be a statement from the Federal and State Health 
Ministers that schools would close. This is unlikely to be the only fake statement to be circulated 
during the pandemic and for Victorian Schools the Department’s COVID-19 website is the single 
authoritative source of advice and 
information. https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
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CareMonkey / Facebook / Website COVID-19 Updates 
When a CareMonkey notification is uploaded it immediately sits in your child’s profile. An email is 
also generated and we have learned that some CareMonkey notification e-mails reach families at 
different times, some reach families at the same time. We are seeking an explanation from 
CareMonkey about why this occurs and are working to ensure email communications reach parents 
as quickly as possible. 
 
Some parent feedback to leadership has indicated that they prefer reading information from sources 
such as the OSPS website and official OSPS Facebook page via their devices. As such we have created 
a COVID-19 website page that will house all of our COVID-19 updates that are sent via CareMonkey. 
A post will also be published on the OSPS official Facebook page when an update has been made 
with a link to this update. 
 
We encourage all families to regularly check their child’s CareMonkey Portal for updates. 
 
https://oakleighsouthps.vic.edu.au/covid-19-updates/ 
 
Hygiene Practices 
Teachers are constantly discussing and vigorously encouraging good hygiene with all students. 
Practices such as frequently washing hands, provision of hand sanitiser, encouraging coughing into 
crook of the elbow, using and discarding tissues appropriately etc. are all being demonstrated and 
encouraged. Student friendly posters and hygiene information has been placed in all the toilets.  
 
We encourage all parents to continue to have conversations with your children at home regarding 
good hygiene. 
 
Extra Cleaning 
Spotless have been booked every day to come and clean and check the soap supplies in the toilets 
during the day. 
 
Excursions & Events Changes 
  
The following events have been cancelled or postponed until further notice 

 Year 2 – Healthy Snack Attack Incursion 

 National Day of Action against Bullying - Fri 20th March. The National organisation has 
advised the day has been postponed and will be rescheduled at a later date. OSPS at school 
activities planned for that day have been postponed.           

 
Thank you again for your understanding as we work through this situation 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Ron Cantlon 
Principal 
Oakleigh South Primary School 
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