
COVID-19 MONDAY 23rd MARCH UPDATE 
 
Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Colleagues,           
 
This update is of Monday 23rd March, 2020 
 
We are continuing to take our direction from the Department of Education.  
 
Yesterday the Victorian Government, with the support of the Chief Health Officer, announced the 
bringing forward of school holidays in Victoria, commencing from tomorrow Tuesday 24 March. This 
is obviously an unprecedented step in response to unprecedented circumstances. We greatly 
appreciate your support as we navigate our way through these challenging times. 
 
COVID-19 Cases 
The school has no known cases or contacts with known cases at present, but we continue to monitor 
this situation. 
  
Department of Education - COVID-19 Website 
For the latest information from the Department of Education on COVID-19 please 
visit: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 
CareMonkey / Facebook / Website COVID-19 Updates 
 
OSPS will continue to load updates to CareMonkey, to our website and will post on the official OSPS 
Facebook page. We suggest parents check these channels regularly. Here is the website link: 
https://oakleighsouthps.vic.edu.au/covid-19-updates/ 
 

 
INFORMATION ALL PARENTS 
 
TERM 2 DATES 
 
Staff return: Tuesday 14 April, pupil free day 
Students return: Wednesday 15 April 
 
As per the direction from the Department, school is now closed for Term 1. We thank everyone for 
their understanding of the changing situation. 
 
We have been advised that the Chief Health Officer (CHO) will advise as early as possible whether 
the transition to flexible and remote learning and support should commence on the first student day 
of Term 2 (Wednesday 15 April). 
 
STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLBEING SUPPORT 
 
The Department has asked OSPS to provide student health and wellbeing support in place for this 
week, including, for example, a phone number that students can call if they are feeling anxious or 
want to talk to a staff member. 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://oakleighsouthps.vic.edu.au/covid-19-updates/


We understand there may be some anxiety from student so they are able to call the school phone 
number (9570 1016 ) this week during business hours and speak to any of the Assistant Principals; 
Sue Jackson, Nikki Virtuoso, Erik Albers or Anthony Rowe should they wish to. 
 
In case of emergency or urgent need students can call Assistant Principal Nikki Virtuoso on  
0424 132 715 out of school hours.  
 
If we should be directed to move to Online Learning next term, we would like to reassure all parents 
that any students who are feeling anxious about ‘Google Classrooms’ or any at home learning for 
any reason please reassure them that they are not going to ‘get into trouble’.  
 
For example, if the internet is down, they don’t understand the activity, have trouble logging on, too 
hectic at home to complete everything or for any other reason, please e-mail your teacher. If 
parents are having any issues with their children completing activities, contact your teacher. 
Teachers will be completely understanding! 
 
 
 

INFORMATION IS FOR PARENTS WHO ARE ESSENTIAL 
SERVICE WORKERS 
 
During this week from Tuesday 24 - Friday 27 March we have a responsibility to provide care and 
supervision programs for primary school students who are the children (or under the care) of 
essential services workers, where those families choose to send their children to school.  
 
We have been directed by the Department of Education that examples of essential services may 
include health, police, corrections and emergency services workers. 
 
Before and after OSHC at OSPS will be running this week for students who are the children (or under 
the care) of essential services workers. In addition, Principals, school leadership and a limited 
number of staff will be in attendance onsite at school this week, where appropriate, observing 
common-sense social distancing measures. 
 
SIGNING STUDENTS IN DURING THIS TIME 
 
Should you be an essential services worker and decide to send your child to school, we ask that you 
please escort your child to the office in the morning and sign them in (unless they are coming from 
OSHC).  
 
The office will direct your child where to go once they have been signed in. 
 
PICK-UP DURING THIS TIME 
 
We ask that parents pick their children up from the grassed area outside the Office, and please 
observe the social distancing protocols in place while waiting. 
 
 
 
 
 



DO YOU NEED ACCESS TO OSHC BETWEEN 30/3 and 9/4? 
 
To determine if Out of School Hours Care is required at OSPS over the holidays for essential services 
workers (and to assist their planning), the Department has asked parents/carers to contact the OSPS 
and advise if your child requires OSHC.  
 
Therefore, could all parents who are essential service workers and require care over the school 
holidays please e-mail Nikki Virtuoso with the names of your children and the days you would 
require care between Monday 30th March and Thursday 9th April.   
 
Note: This includes those parents/carers who are essential service workers who have already booked 
directly with Camp Australia OSHC and still require care – please let us know asap. 
 
Please still book the OSHC days your require over the holidays with Camp Australia. 
 
Nikki Virtuoso: virtuoso.nicole.b@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
We will communicate approximate numbers with OSHC. 
 
Thank you again for your extraordinary support during this very challenging time.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ron Cantlon 
Principal 
Oakleigh South Primary School 
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